The carrying sling comes in three
sizes. It can be machine washed at 90
degrees celcius which makes it hygienic
and suitable for hospital use.
Testing and industry partner
The company, Mama’s LIFE in Pandrup, which has specialized in carrying slings for children, has the rights
to manufacture and sell the carrying
sling for premature babies.
The carrying sling for premature
babies is currently being tested at the
postnatal and the neonatal ward at
Aalborg University Hospital.
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The Kangaroo Mother Care method describes how
the mother carry her nude baby between her breasts
to provide skin-to-skin contact essential for a close
bond between the baby and the mother. The newly
developed carrying sling supports this method.
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Background
It is well documented that skin-toskin contact between the mother (or
father) and the baby is important
and that there is a special need for
this for premature babies. The skinto-skin contact stimulates the mother’s milk production which helps the
baby gain weight, the baby’s respiration is stimulated and stabilized, and
essential hormones and enzymes,
which support the baby’s growth,
are released. Located between the
mother’s breasts the baby attains
the right body temperature, the baby
calms down and bounds closely with
the mother emotionally.
To carry the nude baby, for example
in a sling, is a good way to carry out
the skin-to-skin contact in practice.
The parents get to play an important
role in the nursing of the premature
baby and the method makes it possible to keep the baby close.
Different carrying slings are present
on the market but none of them are
flexible enough to carry premature
babies. Because of this the personnel
at the hospital often is compelled to
use unsuitable methods to secure the
stimulating body contact between
the mother and the newborn. Those
methods are difficult, they require a
lot of attention from the staff and
are inconvenient for the parents to
use when they get home from the
hospital.
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Transparent and simple
The carrying sling for premature babies
is a simple and low-tech solution
developed to carry babies weighting
down to 1.5 kilograms and up to max.
7 kilograms. It is easy for the mother to
put on and off by herself without being
dependent on anyone else.
Safety is of high importance when it
comes to newborn babies. The sling
is supporting the head of the baby
constantly as the baby sits close to
the mother with the head between
her breasts. When the baby is placed
in the sling the mother wraps a fabric
belt close around the back of the
baby, crosses the belt on her own
back and ties two knots on top of
each other under the baby’s bottom.
The belt is there to secure that the
baby sits proper and safe.

INVENTORS
The carrying sling
for premature babies
is developed as a
cooperation between:
The postnatal ward,
Aalborg University
Hospital
The neonatal ward,
Aalborg University
Hospital
Material Design
Students, team
2012, Innovation &
entrepreneurial course,
University College
Nordjylland
Mama’s LIFE
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